












































All special events are subject to rescheduling and/or cancellation. To confirm the dates posted above,  
please contact the event coordinators or tourism office of applicable city.
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LOCATION   
Smoky Mtn Knifeworks 
Throughout Gatlinburg 
Array Variety Show 
Country Tonite Theatre 
The Island in PIgeon 
Forge  
Dolly Parton’s Stampede 
Hatfield & McCoy Dinner 
Theater 
The Comedy Barn Theater 
Paula Deen’s Lumberjack 
Feud Dinner Theater 
Dollywood 
 
Soaky Mountain 
Waterpark 
Toy Box Mini Golf 
Crave Golf Club 
Sky Pirates of Mermaid 
Bay 
Wilderness at the Smokies 
Skyland Ranch 
 
Throughout the Smokies 
Scenic Helicopter 
Downtown Gatlinburg 
Downtown Sevierville 
LeConte Convention 
Center 
Downtown Sevierville 
 
Skyland Ranch 
Smoky Mtn Knifeworks 
The Island in Pigeon 
Forge 
Gatlinburg Space Needle 
Ramsey Hotel & 
Convention Center 
The Pines Downtown 
Clabough’s Campground

EVENT  
Black Friday Weekend Sale 
Winter Magic Tunes & Tales 
Christmas at Array 
Christmas Show at Country Tonite 
Winterfest at the Island 
 
Christmas at the Stampede 
Hatfield & McCoy Dinner Feud 
Christmas Show 
Christmas at the Comedy Barn 
Lumberjack Feud Christmas Dinner 
Show 
Dollywood’s Smoky Mountain 
Christmas 
Shadrack’s Christmas Wonderland 
 
Christmas at Toy Box Mini Golf 
Candy Christmas at Crave Golf Club 
Christmas at Sky Pirates 
 
Ice Skating at Wilderness 
Skyland’s Festival of LIghts at the 
Ranch 
Smoky Mountain Winterfest 
Winterfest NIght Flights 
Fantasy of Lights Christmas Parade 
Christmas at the Courthouse 
Yama Con Anime Convention 
 
Sevierville’s 62nd Annual Christmas 
Parade 
Christmas Eve Feast at Skyland Ranch 
After Christmas Blowout Sale 
New Year’s Fireworks at the Island 
 
New Year’s Eve Lights of Wonder 
Wilderness Wildlife Week 
 
Tennessee Songwriters Week 
Chuck Wagon Cookoff Weekend & 
Competition 

DATE   
Nov. 29 - Dec. 1 
Dec. 1 - 21 
Dec. 1 - 30 
Dec. 1 - 31 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 3 
 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 4 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 4 
 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 4 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 4 
 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 5 
 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 5 
 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 12 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 12 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 12 
 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 13 
Dec. 1 - Jan. 20 
 
Dec. 1 - Feb. 17 
Dec. 1 - Feb. 18 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 
Dec. 6 - 8 
 
Dec. 7 
 
Dec. 22 
Dec. 26 - Jan. 1 
Dec. 31 
 
Dec. 31 
Jan. 28 - Feb. 1 
 
Feb. 2 
Feb. 28 - Mar. 2

PHONE # 
865-428-8104 
865-436-4178 
865-245-4386 
865-453-2003 
865-286-0119 
 
865-453-4400 
865-908-7469 
 
865-428-5222 
865-366-3330 
 
800-365-5996 
 
423-652-0120 
 
865-229-9922 
865-366-3403 
865-606-6700 
 
865-429-0625 
865-737-2624 
 
865-932-4458 
865-453-6342 
865-436-4178 
888-738-4378 
800-429-7432 
 
865-453-6411 
 
865-737-2624 
865-428-8104 
865-286-0119 
 
800-588-1817 
865-428-2700 
 
865-366-1471 
800-965-8524 
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elcome to the Great Smoky Mountains. This region is made up of three cities, 
Sevierville, Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg, each offering a variety of dining,  
entertainment and shopping options. To assist in finding what you are looking for, we 
have divided our magazine into four different sections. Each city has its own section   
featuring companies in that city. There are detailed maps in each section with logo’s 

W
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highlighting the locations of amazing options for attractions, shopping and dining 
during your vacation. The National Park section offers hiking trails and recreational 
information, along with articles on popular destinations.  

 
Below you will find a map of the entire area with trolley routes included. We have 

color coded each city for easy reference throughout the magazine. Just follow the 
color on the map to the corresponding tabs on the following pages to find everything 
there is to see and do in that particular area. We hope that this helps you to navigate 
the Great Smoky Mountains. The Sevierville/Pigeon Forge Mass Transit runs daily 
8:30 - midnight from early March through October and 10:00 am - 10:00 pm in 
November and December. Gatlinburg trolley runs daily as follows: Nov. - Feb. 10:30 
am - 6:00 pm,  March - April 10:30 am - 10 pm, May - October 8:30 am - 12 am. 





With twinkling lights and holiday delights, winter is a 
special time to visit Sevierville, Tennessee. The 35th 
Annual Smoky Mountain Winterfest Celebration will 
soon be glowing bright – with more than 15,000,000 
lights decorating the Parkway in Sevierville, Pigeon 
Forge, and Gatlinburg, Tennessee. Combine that 
twinkling beauty with holiday attractions and shows, 
shopping, and great places to enjoy warm winter 
meals and you've got Smoky Mountain Winterfest. 

Adding to the amazing light display in town is 
SkyLand Ranch’s Festival of Lights, This year they are adding 200,000 lights to make for nearly 1 million 
total Christmas lights on the mountain! This 100-acre mountaintop ranch, located just off the Parkway 
in Sevierville, will be aglow from November 1 – January 20! Also new this year, Skyland Ranch is     
offering a Christmas Eve Feast that is the perfect way to celebrate the holiday season with family! 

Wilderness at the Smokies will once again be transforming its outdoor waterpark into Winter 
Wilderland - complete with holiday snacks and treats, scheduled live entertainment, and a fun ice-  
skating rink for all to enjoy with family and friends (Nov. 8, & 9, and Nov. 15 – Jan.7). Tickets to the out-
door skating rink is open to both Wilderness guests and the public. 

Next door at Soaky Mountain Waterpark, Shadrack's Christmas Wonderland (Nov. 22 – Jan. 5) is back 
with a longer-than-ever route and a plethora of lights in this visual extravaganza that is perfectly       
synchronized to the Christmas music played over your car radio. Their new custom-built, giant, all-LED 
displays are guaranteed to delight. 

If you are planning to visit for Winterfest, take care to choose the perfect place to stay. Settle in to a 
cozy cabin all decked out for the holidays or choose a fun indoor water park resort so the kids can 
splash and play on vacation. Try glamping, stay in a treehouse, or reserve a great hotel in the middle of 
all the fun. Campgrounds and RV resorts also welcome visitors during Smoky Mountain Winterfest. 

After-Thanksgiving, shopping is nothing short of an event in Sevierville. Popular retail centers like 
Tanger Outlets Sevierville begin their major sales on Black Friday and run them throughout the      
weekend. Check out huge sales at other popular stores including Bass Pro Sevierville, Smoky Mountain 
Knife Works, and many more for amazing Black Friday and after Thanksgiving weekend sales. 

Make plans to attend the Christmas at the Courthouse tree lighting on December 6 from 5:30 pm until 
8:30 pm in historic downtown Sevierville. Then return the next morning for Sevierville’s 62nd Annual 
Christmas Parade on December 7 beginning at 11am. This hometown Christmas Parade is a holiday 
delight and winds its way through historic downtown Sevierville. 

The Sevierville Commons Association is also hosting their Cocoa Crawl Christmas Market on 
December 14th in downtown Sevierville. Vendors with hand made 
crafts, sweet treats and local artistry will fill the streets 
at this fantastic holiday market. You will be sure to help 
cross names off your shopping list and satisfy your 
sweet tooth, while getting you in the holiday spirit! 

Visiting Smoky Mountain Winterfest each year is a   
wonderful tradition for family and friends. From snow    
skiing and ice skating to shopping, shows, and enjoying 
all the lights – Smoky Mountain Winterfest is a holiday 
tradition worth making your own. Discover more things 
to see and do, places to shop, and memories to make    
together at this year’s Smoky Mountain Winterfest. 
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Map not to scale

Some Numbers You Might Find Useful in Sevierville 
Sevierville Chamber of Commerce - (865) 453-6411 or (888) 738-4378 
Tennessee Highway Info - (800) 858-6349 





















   inter in the smokies is a special time of year. The lights of Winterfest illuminate the 
night sky, and the spirit of the holiday season can be found around each and every turn. 
If you are visiting the smokies during this Christmas season, here are just a few of the 
Smoky Mountain offerings that are sure to get your family ready for Saint Nick and all 
the holiday cheer that you can handle. 
 
The Smokies are known for amazing shows and award-winning performers. During the 
Holidays, our area theaters transform into winter wonderland’s with unforgettable 
shows that you do not want to miss. Array Variety Show is running their Christmas at 
Array show throughout the month of December. Other long-time family favorite        
theaters have their Christmas show’s returning this year as well. Dolly Parton’s 
Stampede will pit the North and South Poles against each other during their Christmas 
at the Stampede performance running through January 4th.  If you are wanting some 
laughs during funny family feuding, the Hatfield and McCoy Christmas Dinner Show 
has a feuding Christmas feast, and the Comedy Barn brings laughs and clean family 
comedy to center stage until the 4th of January as well. The Country Tonite Theatre 
blends the best live country music in the smokies with a joyous celebration of Christmas 
in The Magic of Christmas show through the end of December. Rounding out the 
shows this holiday season is Paula Deen’s Lumberjack Feud Christmas Supper Show, 
pairing a hearty Paula Deen inspired Christmas feast with Pigeon Forge’s top-rated 
show featuring comedy, heartwarming holiday songs and enchanting theming, it is sure 
to bring cheer to your entire family.  With so much variety and amazing talent, there is 
sure to be a show that will make this Christmas an unforgettable experience! 
 
Apart from the amazing theaters and performances, Pigeon Forge also offers Christmas 
fun at area attractions. Christmas at Toy Box Mini Golf, Candy Christmas at Crave Golf 
Club and Christmas at Sky Pirates of Mermaid Bay all run from the first of December 
through January 12. Dollywood is putting on their award-winning Dollywood’s Smoky 
Mountain Christmas from Dec. 1 – January 5th and of course The Island in Pigeon 
Forge has Winterfest at the Island illuminating the night sky until January 3rd. 
 
Once Christmas has past, you also have The New Year’s Eve Fireworks at the Island in 
Pigeon Forge on December 31 and finishing up the winter you can experience the one-
of-a-kind Wilderness Wildlife Week at the Ramsey Hotel from January 18 – February 1, 
with educational and fun events centered around the National Park and the wildlife that 
calls the smokies home. The Chuck Wagon Cookoff Weekend and Competition at 
Clabough’s Campground will bring winter to an end, begining February 18 and running 
through March 2! Regardless the time of winter that you are visiting the smokies, there 
is sure to be unique and unforgettable experiences around every turn. 
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Map not to scale

Some Numbers You Might Find Useful in Pigeon Forge 
Pigeon Forge Dept. of Tourism - (865) 453-8574 or (800) 251-9100 
Pigeon Forge Chamber of Commerce - (865) 453-5700 or (800) 221-9858 
Tennessee Highway Info - (800) 858-6349
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Winter in Gatlinburg is a special time of year. The lights of Winterfest decorate 
the town with sparkling displays of holiday cheer and special events highlight a 
magical season in the smokies. Below is some of the options for fun this winter. 
 
Enjoying the Winterfest lights creates memories that last a lifetime, and whether 
you chose traveling by car or taking the trolley, they are sure to create moments 
of wonder and delight. This year Scenic Helicopter Tours has brought back the 
amazing option of viewing the Winterfest displays… from the sky. Scenic 
Helicopter Tour’s nighttime flights allow you and your family the opportunity to 
soar above the glowing skyline of the smokies. It is only their second year   
offering this amazing way to experience the lights of Winterfest and with how 
popular the flights were last year, you will want to be sure that you call Scenic  
at 865-355-0828 for details on how you can make your reservations! 
 
As always, Ober Mountain is the perfect place to welcome Winter. Atop Ski 
Mountain, Ober is opening their snow tubing fun every day of the week starting 
on Nov. 15th and the action will run all winter. During the winter months Ober 
has great and unique ways to enjoy winter fun, with Ice Bumper Cars, The Snow 
Zone, Ice Skating, ... and of course, there is always skiing and snowboarding at 
Tennessee’s only ski slopes! There is no better place to spend a winter day than 
at Ober, where the foundation of fabulous fun family memories are just waiting 
to be made. You can take the arial tram, located on the Parkway in Gatlinburg, 
or you can drive up Ski Mountain Road to go directly to Ober… but, really the 
Tram is the perfect way to begin your winter fun on the Mountain Top! 
 
Rounding out the fun in the Burg is two traditions that cannot be missed. First is 
the Fantasy of Lights Christmas Parade on Dec. 6th, running along the Parkway 
in Gatlinburg. Festive floats filled with lights line the main road at one of the 
Nations most celebrated holiday parades. Finally, 
ending the new year in Gatlinburg is the New 
Year’s Eve Lights of Wonder! Located at the 
Space Needle in downtown, but visible from 
almost anywhere, this New Year’s Eve event is the 
perfect way to ring in the New Year with family 
and friends. With so much to see and do, it is no 
wonder that winter in the smokies is unlike any 
other holiday tradition! 
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Some Numbers You Might Find Useful in Gatlinburg 
Gatlinburg Department of Tourism - (865) 436-4178 
Gatlinburg Chamber of Commerce - (865) 436-4178 or (800) 588-1817 
Tennessee Highway Info - (800) 858-6349 
Ober Gatlinburg Ski Reports - (800) 251-9202
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Sevierville

Some Numb
Great Smoky Moun
Sugarlands Visitors
Great Smoky Moun
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bers You Might Find Useful in the Park 
ntain National Park; General Information - (865) 436-1200 
s Center - (865) 436-1291 
ntain Weather & Road Conditions - (865) 436-5615

Roaring Fork & Clingman’s 

Dome  Closed January  

& February
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Short Hikes 
(Distance is Round Trip) 

 
Abrams Falls • T-1 
• Distance: 5.0 Miles – Difficulty: Moderate 
One of the most popular trails in the 
Smokies, Abrams Falls is in close proximity 
to Cades Cove. Beginning at the wooden 
bridge over Abrams Creek, the trail takes 
hikers along a pleasant and level course. 
The trail does become steep when you near 
Arbutus Ridge and climb into a gap in the 
ridge. The path then leads to Abrams Falls, 
one of the parks largest falls and a thing of 
absolute beauty.  
Alum Cave Bluff • T-2 
• Distance: 4.6 Miles – Difficulty: Moderate 
Alum Cave Bluff is one of the finest short 
hikes the park has to offer. It includes the 
natural arching “Arch Rock” and three more 
amazing sites. First is Huggins Hell, named 
by settlers who were detoured by the areas         
rhododendrons and laurel. You will then 
reach Inspiration Bluff, which has a         
spectacular view of the Little Pigeon River’s 
upper basin. You finish the trek at Alum 
Cave Bluff, a massive ledge of black slate 
high above the trail.    
Andrews Bald • T-3 
• Distance: 3.6 Miles – Difficulty: Moderate 
This trail follows the upper end of the 
Forney Ridge Trail, beginning where the 
paved path to Clingmans Dome Tower 
leaves the road. The trail ends at Andrews 
Bald, the highest bald in the Smokies. On a 
pleasant day the view can be breathtaking, 
offering an endless landscape of mountains 
stretching all the way into North Carolina.  
Chimney Tops • T-4 
• Distance: 4.0 Miles – Difficulty: Strenuous 
This hike is short and very steep. But, don’t 
let the quick ascent detour you from one of 
the Smokies finest views. Relatively easy for 
the first mile, you will endure a 600-yard 
climb to the Chimneys before experiencing 
a view that rivals any other. This trail is not   
particularly dangerous, but is not               
recommended for small children.  
Clingman’s Dome Tower • T-5 
• Distance: 1.0 Mile – Difficulty: Easy 
This trail is a wide, paved course that is 
moderately accessible with a stroller. Rest 

room facilities and benches assist in   
navigating the path. When you reach the 
summit, you will be standing on the second 
highest peak east of the Mississippi River. 
The tower is reached via a wide ramp,     
making this trail an immediate favorite 
amongst families and groups with children.  
Grotto Falls • T-6 
• Distance: 3.0 Miles – Difficulty: Moderate 
This trail is located off the Roaring Fork 
Motor Trail and offers the only waterfall that 
visitors are able to walk behind. Though the 
trail is  primarily traversing a hemlock forest, 
it is a suitable trek for novice hikes. The     
distance to the falls is  relatively short and 
the slope is easy to travel. Located close to 
Gatlinburg, Grotto Falls has long been a 
tourist favorite. 
 
Hen Wallow Falls • T-7 
• Distance: 4.4 Miles – Difficulty: Moderate 
Located in Cosby, Hen Wallow Falls begins 
almost immediately with a steady climb up 
Snake Den Mountain. Although rugged, the 
trail passes through a lush, green forest of 
rhododendrons and ferns, with hemlocks and 
polars as a canopy. At roughly 0.7 miles from 
the trailhead you will pass a social trail that 
leads right, stay straight. Again at 1 mile you 
will reach Messer Gap, another side trail, and 
again stay straight. At 2.1 miles you will reach 
the short and steep side trail that leads down 
to the Falls. Check out the small cave just to 
the right of the falls also.  
Laurel Falls • T-8 
• Distance: 2.6 Miles – Difficulty: Moderate 
Laurel Falls offers the easiest waterfall access 
in the Smokies. Following a paved trail,     
hikers walk through a progression of    
cascades before arriving at the flat, rocky 
base of the 60-foot waterfall. This trail is 
moderately accessible by stroller and offers 
the  perfect spot to sit and take in the beauty 
of the falls and mystifying sounds of rushing 
water. Because of this, Laurel Falls is one of 
the Smokies most visited trails.  
Rainbow Falls • T-9 
• Distance: 5.4 Miles – Difficulty: Moderate 
Though this trail is a bit challenging, it takes 
visitors to the highest waterfall in the Smoky 
Mountains. Beginning at the upper end of 
Cherokee Orchard, the path takes visitors 
through a field of boulders, hardwood and 
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hemlock forests and along a streamside to 
the base of the 80-foot falls. Though this is 
one of the more difficult short trails, it is 
well worth the trip once you reach the falls. 
 

Day Hikes 
(Distance is Round Trip) 

 
Alum Cave to Mt. Le Conte • T-10 
• Distance: 10.2 Miles – Difficulty: Moderate 
Many will argue that this trail is the best in 
the Smokies. The trail is highlighted by Arch 
Rock, Huggins Hell, Inspir-ation Point, Alum 
Cave Bluff, and Le Conte lodge atop the 
mountain. The trail ranges from fairly level 
to steep and difficult, offering  hikers the 
opportunity to view countless treasures and 
breathtaking views. At the top of Mount Le 
Conte, hikers can view a plethora of scenery 
standing at 6,593 feet above sea level. 
 
Charlies Bunion • T-11 
• Distance: 8.0 Miles - Difficulty: Moderate 
A heavily traveled path, the trail to Charlies 
Bunion follows the Appala-chian Trail for a 
majority of your trek. Offering a moderately 
difficult hike, the trail is relatively easy with 
more difficult terrain towards the end of the 
trail. The highlight of this hike is the fine 
panoramic views that are available at both 
the beginning and the end of the hike. You 
can either stand atop Charlies Bunion,  
offering an easy resting place, or the    

Jump-Off. Both give visitors an amazing 
view that is well worth the walk. 
 
Gregory Bald • T-12 
• Distance: 11.6    Miles – Difficulty: Strenuous 
This hike is not an easy one, but those who 
choose to take it can look forward to one of 
the finest views in the Smokies. 
Overlooking the beautiful Cades Cove 
basin, Gregory Balds also offers a mid-June 
spectacle of  azaleas. This hike is intended 
for experienced hikers and will often take 
an average of four hours just to reach the 
Balds. 
 
Ramsay Cascades • T-13 
• Distance: 8.0 Miles – Difficulty: Strenuous 
Ramsay Cascades offers one of the most 
spectacular waterfalls in the Smoky 
Mountains, but the trek arriving there can 
be very difficult to traverse. Though the trail 
begins as a fairly easy path, it becomes a 
rocky surface that can become very slick 
and dangerous when moist. Lying deep 
within the serene surroundings of the 
mountains, the trail takes visitors through 
pristine wilderness to two streams    
cascading over a ledge and forming an 
immaculate scene that begs for a picnic 
lunch. Though this trail offers an amazing 
destination, make sure that you are up to 
the trip.



When touring Cades Cove, you will drive along an 11-
mile loop that follows many of the curves and courses 
that settlers forged years ago. Along the way you will  
likely come upon wildlife, such as the white tail deer, 
wild turkey, ground hog and an occasional black bear. 
The Cove takes visitors into another time, experiencing 
heritage in each building and wilderness around every 
turn. Though this is a driving trail, you must get out of 
your car and experience the tranquil beauty of the trails, 
wildlife and scenery. Below you will find some           
information on what the Cove has to offer. 
 
Your first stop on the loop is (1) John Oliver’s Place. The Oliver’s settled into Cades Cove in 
1826. This home remained in the Oliver family until the Park was established in the late 1920’s. 
Taking a left you can visit the (2) Primitive Baptist Church. Early settlers established this church 
in 1827, with only a log building to serve the  community until 1887. During the Civil War,    
public unrest shut the church down. Back on the loop you will see the (3) Methodist Church. 

This building and its furnishings were reportedly the work of a 
single man, J.D. McCampbell. A blacksmith and carpenter, he 
built the church in 115 days for $115. He later became a   
preacher; serving the area’s Methodist population and doing 
away with the use of circuit preachers for this less dominate 
faith. 
 
Just after Hyatt Lane you will find the (4) Missionary Baptist 
Church. This church was formed in 1839, when members of the 
Primitive Baptist Church were dismissed for favorin missionary 
work. This structure dates from 1894, beginning with a member-
ship of 40 and eventually rising to an enrollment of 115. During 
the Civil War the church failed to meet for services, but 
reopened following the war minus Confederate sympathizers. 
To the right you will find (5) Rich Mountain Road. Once an 
Indian trail, this road was built by the state of Tennessee in the 
1920’s. This 12-mile long trek takes visitors to the park    
boundary. Here a remarkable view of the cove awaits from the 
top of the path. (6) Cooper Road Trail sits just ahead. This trail 
once served as a path for wagons, but today it is a 10-mile     

hiking trail that ends near the Foothills Parkway.  
 
At the end of a half-mile hiking trail you will find (7) Elijah Oliver Place. Surrounded by 
a smokehouse, barn and springhouse, this home takes visitors back to a different time. 
The springhouse looks down on the rest of the home, offering a clean water supply and 
insuring what modest sanitation was available. At the next stop you will find the (8) 
Cable Mill Area. This area features the Cades Cove Visitors Center, the blacksmith 
shop, cantilever barn, smokehouse, Gregg-Cable house, the corn crib and the John 
Cable Mill. The mill is still working and visitors can stop in and sample or purchase corn 
mill and flour as our ancestors once did. This is a must stop for visitors to the Cove. On 
up the trail you will find (9) Henry Whitehead Place. Built in 1898, this log house and 
surrounding dwellings are an example of the roughest and finest log construction in the 
Smokies. 
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Mileage to  
Cades Cove Loop  
From Townsend - 9 mi 
From Gatlinburg - 27 mi

* The Cades Cove Loop is open from 8:00 am until Sunset. 
  No Cars Allowed on Wednesdays from May 5 - August 25



If you feel like stretching your legs a bit try (10) Cades Cove Nature Trail. This half mile loop 
takes visitors into the woods to experience how a settler’s family would forge for necessities. 
Just ahead on the right you will find (11) Dan Lawson Place. Built around 1856, some of the    
better blade work of the time is represented in this home. Small outbuildings 
served as family pantries, also used as a granary and smokehouse. 
You can also stop at   (12) Tipton Place. “Hamp” Tipton had 
this home built shortly after the Civil War. The long shed on 
the opposite side of the house is an apiary or bee gum 
stand, offering honey as a common confection. As 
your tour of the cove comes to a close, you will 
see (13) Carter Shields Cabin sitting nestled 
near the end of the loop. Another example 
of craftsmanship in the area, this 
small cottage offers visitors one 
last opportunity to step 
out of their lives and 
into the past.
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    At 6,643 feet, Clingmans Dome is the highest point in the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. It is the highest point in 
Tennessee, and the third highest mountain east of the Mississippi. 
The observation tower on the summit of Clingmans Dome offers 
spectacular 360° views of the Smokies and beyond for visitors  
willing to climb the steep half-mile walk to the tower at the top. 
 
Clouds, precipitation, and cold temperatures are common at 

Clingmans Dome. Temperatures at the dome can be 10 - 20 degrees cooler than in the surrounding 
lowlands. The cool, wet conditions on Clingmans Dome's summit make the spruce-fir forest that 
grows there a coniferous rainforest. Dress in layers and be sure to bring a jacket, even in summer. 
 
    Although Clingmans Dome is open year-round, the road leading to it is closed from 
December 1 through March 31, and whenever weather conditions require. It's seven miles 
to the end of Clingmans Dome Road and there are scenic pullouts with endless views of 
ridges and valleys along the way. The road ends in a large parking area from which a 0.5 
mile trail leads to the summit. The trail is paved but steep, and leads to an observation 
tower on top. 
  
    Besides the trail to the summit, there are several trails that start on Clingmans Dome 
Road and parking area. The Appalachian Trail (AT) crosses Clingmans Dome, marking the 
highest point along its journey from Georgia to Maine. The Forney Ridge Trail leads to 
Andrews Bald, a high-elevation grassy bald. 
 
    To get to Clingmans Dome, take 441 through the Park and turn off .1 miles south of 
Newfound Gap and follow the 7-mile Clingmans Dome Road to the large parking area at 
the end. 

Mileage to Clingmans Dome 
From Cherokee - 25 mi 
From Gatlinburg - 23 mi

*Opens April 1st
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Closed During Winter
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